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the arts of peace again flourished. Agriculture, and crafts
and trades prospered. The restoration of peace was accom-
panied by general prosperity throughout India. Buddhism
had lost its pre-eminence but it was still widely prevalent.
Harsha was a patron of both Buddhism and Brahmanism
and welcomed to his court Hiuen Tsang, perhaps the great-
est of the Chinese pilgrims to India. He has left an extremely
interesting record of the court of Harsha as well as of the
life of the Indian people.

Till recent times, there has been almost a set pattern
in Indian history. There have been incursions of new
tribes into India whenever the central power became
weak. These tribes were almost invariably absorbed in
the Indian social pattern. In fact, till the Parsees camo
to India in the eighth century a.d., none of the incoming
tribes had been able to resist the pull of Hinduism. For
one thing, many of these tribes did not have a developed
culture of their own. For another, the occupational divisions
of Indian society made it easy to fit them into an appro-
priate place in the social structure. From the ninth century
onward, we find continual reference to a group of people call-
ed the Rajputs. They gradually replace the Kshattriyas
as the ruling and righting caste. The term Rajputs literally
means the sons of kings. Their emphasis on royal origin
and their insistence that they are the descendants of the
epic heroes have often attracted comment. Many historians
believe that most of them were in fact descendants of the
tribes who came to India after the fall of the Gupta empire.
Because they were newcomers, they were the more anxious
to establish their ancient genealogy. Because they became
the ruling caste only in recent times, they insisted the more
strongly on their descent from ancient kings. However
that may be, from about the ninth century a.d. till almost
the end of the Mughal period, the Rajputs played an import-
ant role in the political history of northern India,

History is no science and does not permit any easy